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1 tltt hili stood th~ 
10.,,-,/ ~ II p/llnttlf/Qn ho me. 
WI""r" is know.n tockzy of tht 
,-.lit,III /ilmlly. Buried (hut, 
1/J~1I1"f,.lIn "ullfa of Richwood. 
,.,.,. IJ rUltd lit ,. /ire to· .... er which 
Ht ~~ Iht knob and bUQme 10 
... ' ud ... ·/ tlt the memQry 01 
II/,WII (Jrrd W enl"oJScd in her 
tilt SP'~I Jre ashd 10 be bUr/I'd by ill. I 
Iftf pdt. .. I F · BARTMAN, IS. , .. actIve 

""Hlita] and civic work in 
• .- bo . upsllur County, was m In 
Salisbury , MllryJa~d .. She 
"duated from the UniverSIty of 
)IIO'1aIId School of Nursing in 
1965 and in 1970 moved to 
)Dckb.nnon with h.er husband, a 
,..roD in thai CIty. She was 
ICfIft in the 1972 gubernatorial 
campaign ur Jay Rockefeller, was 
III offker in U p ah lU Flying 
Strrice and was associated with 
Ih~ Upshur County tlealth 
Planning Council and the 
lomen's Counselling Service at 
fesI: Vircinia Wesleyan College . *' sought election as a delegate 
10 the Democratic National 
Ccamllion in 1974. 

HATFIELD Wo 
the yean, much MEN. Own 
about the male Ius been -nUen 
lIatfieJd cbn whmembers or the 
I hat I" a r I yO tOOk Plrl in 
blood_letl' O fSY of 
Hatf~ld·McCoy fe~~ Ie - I h I" 
h ilS been S3Jd . UI "Qlhin~ 

"'h· dOrnilable Wives c~~~~~~~g. ~he 
reed of men. 5 Watt 

My purpose IS to 
d~served lnbute to O:Yof nhhly 
Pioneer women _ the late ~ ose 
ElIZabeth, wife of W,aney 
Andf!rson Hatfield illiam 
known as "Ca" , common 
'" il A p , second son of 
kill

v nse, and the most deadly 
f!r of the feud . 
More than 30 years h 

passed since I last talked With heve 

but ~ still regard Nlncy E1iZabet~ 
Half,eld as the most remarkable 
and un~orgettable WOman of the 
mOunta"'5. 

I ~ the ~pring of 1924, I was a 
candidate 11\ the primary election 
for the Republican nomination 
for attorney general, and I wanted 
the Ha tfield innuence. DeVil Anse 
had died in 1921 , and hts mantle 
of leadership of the clan had 
fall en to his oldest living son 
Cap - a power in Logan County 
politics. 

I had met Cap, casuaUy , in 
1!l1 2, but J had not $ten rum 
since that meeting. But his sister, 
Mrs. Betty Caldwell , and her 
husband, lived in my county o f 
Mercer, and were among my 
political supporters. To pave the 
way for my later ml"eling with 
Cap, I had Mrs. Caldwell write and 
ask him to support me. 

Later, when campaign ing in 
the City of Logan , I engaged 3 

taxi to take me the few miles up 
Island Creek to Ca p's home. The 
car stopped suddenly and the 
driv er poinled to I 

comfortable-loo king form house 
o n the o ther side o f the c.reek and 
.aid , 

.... " I h:tt 'I ap's home. ~nd that s 
l. "".n.""" ( 'a I) outlhere hy III I' bIiIrn" ....... - -----....:. 
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· tht hili $lomi lilt' (ft.., •• / plant/HUI/I /Jflm,. 
\IJ""'1I1~ .tn,,"/I '<li/iJl' Il/ tlrt 
",1/11111 J ru/" Duril'd Ihuf', 
""~"I"fl i'/u",'" (If Rkh"~XI.1 
~"" IS 11iI~ flrr fiU' WhY" ... h,ch 
HI 1'I~"IIf' kllob all,J brrumf' JlJ 
,,~II)" t~I''''lIh 1M //Irmo,)' of 
1.1,,~~lr' I ,n tllgrmJrc/ /" lu~' 

, 1"1' ~/I( " d b I~t 'b' , ht' astrd (fJ be blJrlr ,II 
lijt, I /J 

.... ' ~~tRTMAN , Mr~ .1. F .. aCfi~c 
bu,al and CIVIC work ~n 

~ rur COlIoty, was born In 

S~Lsbliry. MaryJa~d . She 
duauJ from the Unlver~lty of 

~-bDd School of NUTSlIlg In 
11J65 Ind in 1910 moved to 
~'kh.nnon with her husband , a 
.uJron In tha[ cIty. She ~as 
,;1111' In the 1972 gubema,onal 
caml'lipl of Jay Rockerelle~, ~us 
aD. officer in Upahur I' lymg 
Stf\'i,c ~nd was associated wi l h 
tbe Upshur Counly Health 
Planning Council and the 
Women's Counselling Service III 
titS! Vlf!!nia Wei/eyan t:ollcgc. 
SlIt JOuPlt election as a dillcgale 
to the Democratic National 
CoIltnllon in 1974. 

IIAT!-' IELD WOMEN Over 
the years, much hll5 Men wrillen 
about the male members of the 
II lItfield clan who took pan In 

that early oray of 
blood . lellin, the 
11111 field· McCoy feud. BUI nothLllg 
hns been said concerning Ihe 
indomitable WIves of that 51a1wllrt 
breed of men. 

My purpose IS to pay a richly 
deserved tribute 10 one of those 
pioneer women the late Nancy 
Elizabeth, wife of Wilham 
Anderson Il lIlfie1d, cammon 
known liS "Cap," second son of 
Devil Anse, and the most dudly 
killer of the felld. 

More Ihan 30 years have 
passed since Ilasl talked wtth her, 
but I still regard Nancy I-Iu:abeth 
lIatfield as Ihe most remarkable 
and unforgettable woman of the 
mountains. 

In Ihe spring of 1924, I w~s a 
cllndidule in the primllry election 
for t he Republican nomination 
for altorney j!\:neral, and I wanted 
the lIatfieJd influence . Devil Anse 
had died In 1921 , and Ius mantle 
of leadershIp of the clan had 
fallen to his oldest hVlllg son, 
Cap a pOwer in Lopn ('OUllty 
politics. 

I IUIlI mt:t CDp, casually. III 
1912. but I had not seen him 
since that m"''''ting. Hut his siSler, 
Mrs. Belty Culdwell, lind her 
Itusbllnd, lived in my count)' of 
Mercer, lin d were among my 
political supporters. To pave the 
wily fOI my lutcr meeting WIth 
Cap. I had Mrs. (.'lIldweli wdte /Iud 
ask him to supporl ml.- . 

Laler, when c11I1I1laignina tn 
the (.).IY or Loailn, I eng~Rt!d Il 
tUlU to Illke me thl' fell, 11111\'5 UI' 
Islllnd Creek to ('1111'S home. The. 
cur lIloPIl,c d 5uddt'nl) unll thr. 
driv er Il oin l6d 10 • 
COrnfOt"l ablu· ool.il1" (nfln h{luSI' 
Oil t hu Othor 51\1\1 {If tilt' I'TI'I'1. Mnd 
Iiolid 

" I h~t '. (~I I"'I hIlIlU\IIIHI thlll'~ 
( " 1) mil Iherl' Ii) th\' h.un " 
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NANCY FUZABETI I (MRS. CAP) 
HATFIEl.D (1932). 

I told hun to return for me in 
two hours.. 

Cap 5.1111 me glI-t oUI o f the car. 
Ind, as I I;fOsscd the creck on an 
old-fashioned fOOllol, I saw him 
fold his arms across his ches t and 
sltp his ri&hl hand under his coat. 
lIler, I nOlJced a large pistol 
boblcred undu his left arm . Even 
,n th~1 lHte day. Cap look no 
clu.n~J With $lransers. When I got 
\IIo'lhln spulting distance, I told 
hlm my name, and that I had 
ccmt to sohc.1 hIS support in my 
elmpallll for allorney sentral. He 
pvc me I hearly handclup, and •. , 

" My IIJI~ I , MI1 C~ldwcli 
... rOlt III .bou t you But . let's .~ 
to Ih, hOIl., my wlr, Is the 
prllIlKlln tn our family " 

rip ,*n IthJUlnl to ~ommlt 
h ... U .... , nrl), ," lIut NIno; 
1 1111".1 11 thullpll t)lhtIW~ 
I uwDr. (.p _"II III IMIPPOU 
- ... 4 ... ,111 I~I p.lnt Will" 
- ... 11., ''''III III, lUI r.lurn.d · 

" ' 11111'1l1li11 , _II" ( ' .p', 

approval. Nancy Fjlla~ 
me the aC COml'3nyin .. ~ Ih II" 
unpublished phOIOCt'lrh ~M~ 
Devil Anse Clan. In 10f ~ 
repho tographed It and tent 9ti) I 
to Wilhs lIurield (n"lIlbllr-~~1 
pIcture), only SUTVIVQf or ·fie '
Anse. wh o mlde liI 
Identificationa. Nanc} Elulbt~~ r 
number 16, and the Nb) In IS 
lap Is her son, Robert Elliott ~ 
Apnl 29. 1897. Therdort t_ 
photograph must ha"e betn ;,,~ 
1:l1e in 1897. Of tllIly in 1898 

A few months afttr Ca.', 
death (August 22, 1930).lhe tits! 
Virginia ne .... ~p3 per Publisbcn .... 
editors held their anllui 
convention in LOlan. I w ... UI .... lt4 
to address the group III mllhllll 
St.'ssion. That ~Ime clay , SIIaUt 
Joe JllIIflcld ~nd his bro~. 
Tennis, younger bro,then of Cap, 
gave !In ox-roost dmner for * 
visiting newsmen and their pMSb.. 
The picnic was held on I narro. 
strip of bottom land, On IdaI 
Creek, a half-mile below the oW 
home of Ot::vtl Anse , 

I ale lunch with Nuq 
Elizabeth and hcr sister-HW, 
Betty Caldwdl. After lunch, II 
the suggestIon of Mrs. Caldwell., 
we three dro ve up Ihe creek 10 lilt 
old home o f her father J)niI 
Anse. It was a lafF, two-~tUI). 

fname structure (MU dC'stroycd 
by fire. Ihen oecu pied by TelllllS 
Hatfield, youngest son of I)tYiI 
Anse. 

The most in terestin, fnturr ~ 
the old home WlI$ ikV\l AnJt s 
lun-room . Hanlinl alonl its wa1IS 
were a do'ten, or moft, 
hiah ' powercd rinu, and a nu_btT 
of luae ~ahbtr pIstols. nftl1lll 
rrom lho C'arliC'sl 10 the .......... 
mode-b. "The' older pM, 
NIn~Y I'hubC' lh. " weft' UMd III 
I"" rC'ud. " 

A, _ IYluTnC'd, ... 110I'f"'I II 
the family I»lMlery IMI "w 
un~erlltnly 10 tit.. ,I •• ' 
"u)Unlltn$' '1, 0 .. 111 """.. ... 
like ... ........ 'nIN, I II .... 
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""Ins he loved and ruled , old 
..,au I ",nse found peace. A 
~cn lC s tat ue of the old man, 
h~!cd in l uly ( h om a 
c' lo~.ph) of Ihe fmesl Carr.tra 
phobiC stllndS In majestic soli tude 
rnJ,r,-e ius grave. On its four-foot 
~ rnil!': Due an. carved the 

mes of his wife and their 
n~leen children. 
I Our "eXI ~IOp wa~ a l Ih .. hOm e 
f Nancy Elizabeth , the ume 
~tpe where I visiled wil~ her and 
('Jp dunng my campaIgn . For 
"u rly three hours I asked 
questionS and listened to Ihnt 
remarkable woman recount many 
of her experiences as the wife of 
America 's most celebrated feudist. 

Nancy Elizabe th 's ho me also 
btld I number of guns, pislOis, 
and other relics of the feud days. 
But Ihe most in teres ting item was 
CI P 'S b u ll et- proof, steel 
breastplate, designed to cover the 
entire front half of his body from 
IUs neck to his lower abdomen . 

" Mrs. Hat fiel d," I said, 
"Judging from the three buUet 
marks on it , this breastplate was a 
pu t protection to Cap ; but what 
was to prevent an enemy from 
sbootmS him in the back?" Her 
eyes flu hed as she re plied : " Mr. 
~, Ctp Hatfield never turned his 
blck on an enemy o r a friend," 

~,I hive read two stOries, Mrs, 
Ibtheld, each pu rport ing to give 
tbt true cause o r the fPil d ' 

One book staled that it was 
lhe result o f a dispute be tween a 
"'Coy and a Hatfield over the 
OWntl1hlP of a hOI, 

Another 000k. said that it arew 
:: 01 Ihe IotductlOn of a McCoy tr.::r o!0hnlOn Ha tfie ld, o ldest 
'-.. VII Ante Is either one of 

It'lflCl true'" 
" .... ~ ~'Ilher slory 's true ," she 
till .... Ihe Ml.('oys lived on the 
till Kalf. ... d .. (,r lu, "Iver, and 
~---. wtd, hwrd em the WeSI 
...... I _do- " " .. lI.ln' l SWllll 
..... I .::;' ""d Iht' ,If I \wry 

.. ,ft • ~"I", wllllen 

101'11: after the feud was <M:r 80 h 
stones are pure fichon ,t 

~The truth' .. I\e 
"in the fall ~r \ 8820ntlnued, 
election-day fi&ht betwee'n k,~,s::n 
lIat~lCld, a YOUn,er brother of 
Devil Anx , and t!\ree McCo 
br<?thers, Elhson was sh~t an~ 
knlf~d .. He died two days latu. In 
retaliallon, I)ieYil AnSI: and hiS 
clan Captured and shot the three 
McCoy brot hers. It was these fou r 
!llCnseless Jullinas that started th' 
feUd." 

In answer to my inqull)' 
Nancy Elizabeth Aid ' 

"Yes, there had been 'bad 
blood' be tween the two hmihl's 
Since the Qvil War. In that 
struSlle the Hatfields were 
' Rebels', - loyal to their State 
Virginia . Devil Anse organized and 
was the captain of a Com!»ny of 
Confedera te sympat hizers called 
the 'Logan Wildcats' . They were 
recruited for local defense, but 
they left the county Ions enough 
to lake pa rt in the battle of Scary, 
fought along the banu of the 
Kanilwha Rive r, a few miles belo w 
Charles ton, 

"The McCoys, and their 
mountain neighbors, we re 
pro· Union ; and to protect thei r 
region agai n st invas)On by 
'Virginia Rebels', they o rganized a 
military company called 'Home 
Guard~ ' . Th ere were OC'(:asion1l1 
border clashes between the two 
forces, with casual t ies on both 
sides. The war ended only 
seventeen years before the feud 
Oc~II, lUlU the, bitterness st tl l 
exisled in the mtnds of the oJder 
generation, and they passed It on 
to thei r children. It was Ihe old 
sectional and political hatre~s tha I 
sparked the fight bet ween Elhson 
lI atfie ld IInli t he McCoY 
hrot hers." II t 

Nllnc), H luhc'th decllnt 0 
utimal t the IIUmt>c r kill td on 
Cll htr Side mlhe ftud 

" II ~ a~ a hornblr IlIihilUJI"C' h) 
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me," she gid. " Somelirnes. fo r 
mon lhs, C .. p never spenl • night 
in o ur house. /Ie and Devil Ante, 
with olhen, slept in the nearby 
woods to guard our ho mes .pinsl 
surprise a ttacks. At lim"_ too. we 
wo men and our c ltiJdren slept in 
hidden shelter.; in the forests. 

" But these assulls were no t 
one-sided affa iJli . The Halfields 
c r o ssed the Tug and killed 
McCoyt. It was a savage waT o f 
eJ{ tenninalion. regardless o f lac o r 
sex. Finally. to get our children to 
a .safer locality. we Hillficld'i left 
Tug River, crossed the mountainS, 
and settled here on bland Cree k, • 
tributary o f the Cuyando l River. 

"No, there was no formal 
lrucc endUlg hostili ties. Afler a 
decade, or more, of fi&ht ina and 
killing, bOlh Sides grew tired and 
quit . The McCoys SI'yed in 
Kentucky and the Hatfields kept 
to West Virginia. The feud was 
really over a long lime be fore 
either side real ized it. 

" Yes, Kentucky offe red a large 
reward for the capture o f Devil 
Anse and Cap. The governo r of 
West Virginia refused to extradite 
!hem because, said he, 'their trials 
In Kentucky would be nothing 
more than legalized lynchinlS', It 
was the n Ih a t Ke n t ucky's 
gov~mor offered the reward (or 
Ihelt capture - 'dead or al ive' 
Three aHemplS were made by 
~w.~d seekers to \;apturt the m. 

D a n C u nn in &h am 3 
Ch.ar!esto~ delec tive, wi th 'two 
~nCinnali detectives, made Ihe 
KIrSt atte mpt , They came lluough 

enlucky! anI.! crosse d Tug River 
III Ihe mglu ; but the Hatfields 
:n caplured the m. A justice of 
da p.;ace SC ntenced the m to 90 

YI 111 Lopn Co t ' 
' dlliu rbin' the un y. Jaal for 
releaxd he pelce . When 
I h e G I Y _re lold to follow 
ltunl'n';:: I :d~t River 10 m... d ' ' Ince of 60 

" ' I n not 10 come bkk' 
Nut, . ..... !limed Pbwlpa 

led two raids fro 
Hatfield t emlory~ ~entucky IIlto 
captured 'COUont , lIR tIT. lit 
relatIve and su op ),(Q\lQb, 

H.atfi~lds. and P::~r of I~ 
PikeV'llle, Kentucky be bun 10 
~nged . But the SCOO:4 rt Itt ..... 
Wlt h dISaster at the's. faTly ~ 
Grapevine ' . Phil li !tit of lhi! 
h is fO llowe r &, PS,~nd iOmt of 
Kentucky, but SOme ':I>ed 1lI10 
where they fe U. ~re bun~d. 

" This W&J; the lut alte 
the reward 5e("kers. H mpt of 
Kenluc:ky never with,j o~_ 
reward offer and thJit re .... tile 
Devil Anse a~d ClIp wert 15 .. .... 1Iy 
armed and on the Ilert " II1I'I)1 

" ~~rs. Hat field , y~r h~ 
and his father bore tile Urne ~ 
names .. - ' Wi lliam A.ndtnoft ~ 
Ho w did they get the nicknlmet 
of 'Cap' and ' Devil Ante" " 
" " It i~ vel)' Slmple ," s~ re plied, 

Early m li fe Devil Anse's name 
was shortened to 'Anse' , L>urina 
and afte r, the Civil War he WI; 
called 'Capllm Ante ' Thc lOll 
because he had the sa ';'e nlme U 
his father, was called " Llttle Cap' 
As the boy grew larger, thc .... ord 
' Littl e' was dropped. Also, 
be<:ause o f their fie rceness in fr ud 
COmbats, the McCoy, c.Urd tile 
father 'Devil Anse ' and the $On 

' Bad Cap' . The neW$papen took 
up the names, and they stuck. 
Devil Anse liked and culilu tcd his 
title; but , eventually , the word 
' lbd' was dropped from Cap's 
nickname, 

" Was I afra id? For years, day 
and night , I lived in fear. AfraId 
fo r my o wn safety. and for th~ 
safety of my loved ones. Consllll l 

fear is a terrible emot ion. It li kes 
a h eavy to U, menially lIId 
phYsically . 

'" no w trunk that my moS' 
anxious momenu, IS weD IS lIlY 
p-eatest thrill ca me ye." .flif 
the feud wu over. In 191, 
Tennil Hltfacld Ind anodlcr 
deputy "herirr wenl over t: 
PlbWiJle, Kenlucli;y, to ,.1\l1li 
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Wllllcd [n Lopn 
prisoner . While thtre . Tennis 
COUIII~he .Jed R~ndolph McCoy, 
,ul r e~ le.der of his clun dunng 
JIlrvl>llI~ (Tennis WIlS born lon, 
1M rf~(' feud was over). The o ld 
.flC:r I e delighted to see 'Devil 
ml " ,was "11.1:51 roll',. and Tennis 
£SI! s)'o~ . h 
,.)1 he night WIth 1m. 
we?~~e next mo rning, Rando lph 

"
cnnis that he 10'115 going 

w[d 'h him . ' [ wanl to Iec 
"~mc WI • h 
'ou . h said , 'and le ll him ow 
CaP" ~ Ih,' I d id n ' t kill hIm . I 
.. d ~ nevil An!te ;c 80nCl , I 
. 111 I': hke 10 sec him , 100,' 
,*00 . was worried. lie dldn I 
Ttnnd how Cap would receive hiS 
knoW my So he left Randolph old tnt • . 

Lopn whde be ca me up to our :.ce fo consull Cap. 

"Cap U,'cncd to Tennis's 
story • • nd Slid:. . 

'Does he ,orne In peace? 
'Yes.' said Tennis, 'he conics in 

.. ~ he come unarmed?' 
'Yel. he comes unarmed. ' 

'Then, I shall be happy ,10 
pel him in the same Wil Y. Brmg 
I11III up for Supper, and he s hal l 
spend the night with us.' 

"My am.iou5 mo men ts were 
JQII before Ihese two sirong-willed 
lllen met. I knew ho w they hud 
lllled each ot her; thut each had 
tnrd to kill the olher, morc tillln 
0IICe, that each had killed re la tives 
lad ftiencb; of the o the r; and I WllS 
~1Iid of what they might do 
.a lbey llood fa ce to face. 

"Ny Ihrill came when I $.U W 
". dllp hands, and hea rd each 
- lei the other how hUI)rY he 
.. to lite him . They ta lked far 
... tJ.e nlcht, and both were up 
..., tJ.e De", morn In" eage r to :::: .. '''If talks. 1'enn ll clime 
at S If OIW O'Clock to drive 
~L beck 10 hll Ken tucky 
... " ~ "'cbed them lilltll 

'" .. ,::! :frn~~:d li~~~~ 

know. I al""a),1 did hk\' tlult 
c.ntanketous old cu.' 

"Cap and RaruJotph nev\'r saw 
each o ther alliin." 

" Mrs. ~tfll'ld , we ha .... tal lte", 
much about an era that ,~ 
lOne, - feuds an: ended, "htroads 
and paved Iu,ah""a),s luI~ com\'. 
the hUge COil industry has 
develo ped , churchtl; Inli s..:hoots 
Ire e .. ery where , and I"torote are 
educated. Now, I would hltt to 
know SOmettun,loout )'ou " 

nus IS the brll:f hfe·~t'-'ry or 
the n:nHu\(able I nd unforaettlble 
Nancy i:hzabtth tt ltfll'ld, IS she 
relitI'd II to me. 

She WIS Nanc)' Ehllheth 
Smith. caUed "Nan" by her hnul)' 
and friends, born In Wayne 
County , West Vtr~mia . Septembu 
10. I R66. (She d ied August 24, 
1942). In her ea rly years, she lived 
"clolC enough to the OhK) River," 
she said, "to see the bl, boDt~ that 
brought people Dnd aood, up 
frOm below." She attended a 
cou nt ry school three month~ Ollt 
of the year, Ind acqUired the 
rudimenls of • common school 
education, plus a yelmmi for 
wider knowledge. 

Wh ile she was 51111 a YOlinll 81tl 
her parents moved by push.~a t 
up the Bia Sandy a~d Tug nvers 
in to whllt Is no w MlII lO CUllnty, 
then Logan County. They sett led 
In the wilderness on Mate Creek, 
near the site of the present 10""n 
of Mat ewan. " 

"Why they mode that move . 
S<lid Nancy Elizabeth, " [ have 
never un derstood." . 

In her new environment , In the 
sUllllllcr of 1880, whcn sh~ .was 14 
years o ld , Nuncy Elizabeth 
married Joseph M. Glenn, lin 
c n tert>risi ng young adven tu rer 
fro m Georgia , w ho had 
es tab lis he d n sto re III th~ 

mountains. and fl O:lt ed drnf~~h~r 
bluck w:llnu t logs,!in I Bi, 
. ber down thc 1'tl j an{ 

~,:tr~dY 'ri ven: to the IUI!lber nlll1~ 
of ('a He ll lburg , Ky . , ani 
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l'orl$lIIouth, Oh:~~r their marria~ 
Two yeafS II 'd nd murdere 

Glenn was wlly~aISin!ss as~ciale . 
by a former . ~ _ no retatlOn 10 
named Bi~ Snut Smith escaped 
Nancy Elizabe th. and was nev~r 
into the wildcr;;s: 16.year old 
:Jpprehended. . h a three-weeks 
wido~ was left wit who grew to 
old mfant ~of~r Yllars, that son , 
manhood, an h M Glenn, was 3, 
the lale Josep .' the ci ty 0 
leading lawyer Ul 

write . and irnpaned to hi. 
meager learning she had ac I:b tlat 
in the COuntry schOQ\ ill ~~ 
Co,",:nty .. But, ".lore imp()rtantl~ 
instille d mto him her OWll h~~ 
fo r knOWledge. kt 

Logan. be 11 1883, a year 
On Octo r d" death at the 

after her husban
N 

'y Elizabeth 
f 17 ane d C age 0 ' 19 year 01 ap 

married the . of Devil 
Hatfield, second son 

Anse. 'he best looking 
" He was " h 

'
n in the settlement, S e young III 

proudly l ol~ ~~ime Cap had litlle 
But 3t t II h' except his 

to recommend 1m , F b 6 
good looks. lie was. ~rn ~e ~nci 
1864 during t he CIVIl Wa , I 

' . wild and law css grew up In a I ore 
wilderness, where peop ~ w 
torn and divided by pohtiC,81 a~d 
sectional hatreds and . am y 
feu ds - a rugged, mountam lan d, 
without roads , schools, or 
churches. 

When he married, Cap could 
nei ther read nor write, but he 
possessed the qualities neces~ary 
for survival in that turbulent time 
and plaee - he was " QUick on the 
drn w, and a dead sho!. " 

' ·When we '4"Cre married, Cap 
was not a very good risk as a 
hU5band," said Nancy Elizabeth . 
~The feUd had been going on for a 
year, and he was already its most 
dUdly killer . Kenlucky had sel a 
pllce on Ius head. But we were 
youn" be ..... IS handsome, and I 
... ., dceply In love with him . 
Bet.1du, hc "'u the bell sho t On 
the borde, . I nd I v,-u confid ent 
llul he Could tlke Clro of 
hlmwlf and be did .. 

Nanty tiulbeth t.uaht 
~d.ome bU""d to reid he, 

' .d 

Cap had a brilliant min(j 
he set about to improve it H~ 'III! 
Nanty Elizabeth boutht ~d ~ 
many boOks on history llId 
b iograp hy. and t hey lho 
subscribed for and read a IIll1nbtr 
of the leading magazines Qf tbti, 
day. In time they bUilt lip l Slll.1IJ 
library or good boOkS. whieh tbey 
read and stu died along with Ibtir 
children. 

A I the urging of NIIIcy 
Elizabet h, Cap decided to 'tlidy 
law ami enrolled at the Uni\'tnll) 
La ~ Sc hool at Huntinldon, 
Tennessee. But six mOnthslu".I 
renewal of the feud broU&1l1 hUll 
back to the mountain!. He ne." 
returned to law SChool, bu.t 
continued his legal studies II 
home, and was. admitted 10. the 
bar in Wyoming and MIJIIO 
co unties. However! he nmr 
practiced the profeSSion. 

Nancy Elizabeth and Cap 
raised seven of the ir nine chiI.drem, 
and Nancy's eyes grew mOIst u 
she talked of the sacrific.es s~e and 
Cap had made that thelT children 

·ght obtain Ihe education fatt 
ml . ents But had denied to the,! par tlter"s 
her face glo wl!d VIIth a mo 

oride as she said: h . ldrcn art 
" All o ur c I l1t!ff 

reasonably well educate~d the 
are colleae iraduales. from ODt 
others a llended coller t abO\"t 
tot h ree years. ~. all JOOd 
eve rything else, th~Y a 
and useful citizens. 

e of I~ As I left the hOirorFlI•bIt 
remarkable and),: U~lhat l P! 
Nancy lIa tfield . I ne f a qu«llb 
been in the p~$('nc{ o" Mount" 
wo m a n I re a B ... , .... 
Que!'n." lIo ward . oi ... 
Att orney (iIC'RUII 
VlrJIn .. 



BETsy BYARS 

BYARS, Belsy, well known 
author of boou for children , was 
born III Charlo1te, North Caroli na 
1D 1918. 

She IfCW up In that city and 
lIudN:d for two yun It Furman 
IJancwlY In Creenville, South 
C.,ohna. then reHlfned to 
tliarloue , wbtre .he euned a 
*.,." in I ",hsh (rom Qurens 

.1,. 19~O 
..... be, husband IVU I :"'i.1I

1' 1'1",.," lithe UrllvC'''lty 
\, "'"tad \loman, 

f"" "'-U<hJ ... ah Judt h 
h,o·J.tr I'.,lIlIf,l'fI" 

dto ....... " \Io,nlnj 
' ... "",,.,. th"m 

I,., "111"",,,( , __ , 
C~"n c.t TI ... "w.q,., I' I . ..." ,,., "' . .,,-/ 
~ .ta,I It.,. " .. 

...,." ..... OI, 
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as do SCV IHlIl o f her other books 
In 1960 Mrs. Byars lind he; 

fUlIl ity moved to West Virainia 
where hc r husb:md beca me an 
engi neeri ng in stru ctor :.t West 
Virginill Univcrsity . 

CARI' EN TER , Kill e. WhItt 
Sulphu r Springs was Originally 
paten te d by Nichoills Carpenter 
husband o f Kate Carpenter. H~ 
esta blished his fa mily at Ibt 
Spr in~ in 1750 . 

The Carpenter ho usehold was 
situat ed in a dangerous location 
Unfriendly Indians that lived near 
t he springs know of their healinl 
waters. 

Nicholas and Kate had I 
warnin g of <I n o ncoming Indian 
raid. Nicholas decided to lake his 
fam ily to a fo rt nearby. This fort 
WII S located in COVington about 
thirty miles away. 

Carpenter left first with his 
o lder chil dren, and he inten ded to 
return late r fo r Kate and their 
youngest dllughter, Fra!lces. B.ut 
he fell victim of the Indians while 
defending the fort. Kate grew 
appreht:nsive when her husband 
did no t return and fl ed to a 
nearby mountain with Frances. 

This mountain s till bears her 
lllJ lll t: loday lind is nOled for i ts 
" Kat e's Moull t a in Clo""'.r." 
Covering the mountain ate tal\' 
wild fl o wers lind !lncient box 
huckleberry. 

Kalil left Ihe mOllntain lifter 
SO me lil1\e !lnd made her way 10 
IIie ron . She later nlon·d It) 

Stlluli io n. which lx''':lnu' hrr 
hOlllll , 

K.lc' ,hll,Mer, F~n,'('s. 
IlI lurllrd Ihr Q$I ,~·rt.S 
.un lundm. Ihr rnllf She' later 
IIYllnru PI MI,' l'\c'a R.,l\lo)tf II 
III l 7nn 111(1 !ull f\lUr l'hllJrtn 
."1,1 "a.1k th Ir lI<lll In SIJUnl\,A 

\It., ttko \kIth \11 hh Wl't , 
t. PI Bt)'*J'" ,,"'!H' I! 1,\ t.... r.." Ilk" lOI!I lW 
t., .1 r .,. ..... I " I w Ikt.,-
.. "',.... I .... ' ftll _ • .,.. ... 
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\ 

~lE CARPI.NTI:.R in hiding. A con temporary drawing by Otis Asbury. 

She gT3dua tcd from Storer 
College 3' Ha rpers Ferry III the 
age of 19 lind !:tler lI\1cnded 
Obe rli n Collcgll, Ohio St!l!c! 
U ni vcr ~i ly li n d Colu m bia 
Un;verslty . lIer Icaching c:l ~cr 
In chl(tcd servICe HI I)ublic schools 
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. MRS. B9ZARTH defendin g her dwelling agains,! the Indian 
Invaders. This woodcut, one of the earlies t of the pic tures of It 
border heroine was laken from John Fros f s Horde' Wan 011 


